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The Scottish
Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba

I am writing to provide you with a short report on the EU Agriculture and Fisheries Council
meeting held in Brussels on the 18 & 19 December 2012. The report is attached.

I am copying this letter to the Convener of the European and External Relations Committee,
for information.

RICHARD LOCHHEAD
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AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES COUNCIL:  18 and 19 December 2012 
 
December’s Council had a full agenda with Ministers agreeing a long-term plan for 
cod stocks and the total allowable catches (TACs) and quotas for 2013.  
 
This was the fifth and last Agriculture and Fisheries Council under the Cyprus 
Presidency; Mr Sofoclis Aletraris, the Minister for Agriculture, Natural Resources and 
Environment, presided.   
 
Agriculture 
 
The Council held a public discussion on the Cyprus Presidency’s CAP Progress 
Report.   This report highlights the progress achieved during the second 
half of 2012 on the CAP reform proposals and was drawn up on the basis of 

the positions expressed within the Council and its preparatory bodies 

during the Cyprus Presidency.   Although Ministers broadly supported the 

conclusions expressed in the report many felt that further technical 

discussions were required before a political agreement could be reached.  

In particular, the issues of greening and internal convergence of direct 

payments were highlighted as areas requiring further work.   

 

During his pre-presidency address to the Council, the in-coming chair, Mr 

Simon Coveney (Ireland), warned that time was becoming “dangerously short”; 
his ambition is to have an agreed Council position on CAP by March 2013 to 

allow formal trilogue negotiations to take place with the European 

Parliament following its Plenary vote that month.  The Irish Presidency 

hope to conclude the CAP negotiations before the end of its Presidency in 

June.  

 
Five items were discussed under Any Other Business: 1) The Commission 
presented a report and the conclusions of the recent meeting of the High Level 
Group on Wine reform; 2) The Bulgarian delegation, supported by a number of 
other Member States, submitted a request to the Council to allow those countries 
applying the Single Area Payment Scheme (SAPS) to go beyond the 10% threshold 
on coupled support post-2013.  A request that was rejected by the Commission;  
3) The Presidency informed the Council of the conclusions of the International 
Conference on the Movement of Exotic Animals, which was held in Brussels in 
October; 4) The German delegation requested legal clarity on the reimbursement of 
sugar production levies that were overpaid during the period 2002 – 2006; and 5) 
The Commission provided information on the second “soft landing” report relating to 
the phasing out of the milk quota system. 
 
Fisheries 

The Council’s main focus this December was on agreeing the total allowable 
catches (TACs) and quotas for 2013.  This agreement concerns fish stocks which 
are not subject to international negotiations or agreements and stocks subject to 
international negotiations or agreements. 
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Scotland achieved its negotiating objectives as Council discussions resulted in a 
freeze in cuts to days at sea, it was also agreed that there would not be automatic 
cuts in quota in 2013.  This means that the Scottish fishing fleet can achieve a better 
balance between having quota to catch, and enough days at sea to catch it.  The 
talks produced increased quotas for west coast nephrops (18 per cent) and west 
coast herring (20 per cent).  There was a reduction in west coast haddock (30 per 
cent – but this stock had received a 200 per cent increase last year).  Several other 
stocks were rolled over.  Quotas for our most valuable north sea stocks including 
cod, haddock, herring, whiting and mackerel won't be confirmed until EU Norway 
talks conclude at the end of January. 

In a separate discussion the Council reached a political agreement and adopted 
measures for an amendment to the regulation establishing a long-term plan for cod 
stocks and the fisheries exploiting those stocks.  Following the agreement the 
Council is able to introduce flexibility in setting the TACs to reflect the scientific 
advice on a case by case basis and allow the freezing of effort allocation under 
certain circumstances.  
 
Additionally, the Council also reached political agreement on a regulation fixing the 
fishing opportunities in 2013 for certain fish stocks applicable in the Black Sea. 
 
The date of the next Agriculture and Fisheries Council is 28 January.  This will be the 
first Agriculture and Fisheries Council under the Irish Presidency.  
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